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  VACANCY

                                  

Malaria Consortium requires qualified Severe Malaria Specialist and Evaluation Specialist, with international experience , who will work collaboratively to enhance the quality assurance systems for malaria diagnosis and severe malaria case management project in Kano State , Nigeria.
Purpose of the assignment: 
The malaria diagnosis and severe malaria case management project is designed to complement the Kano Government’s previous and ongoing efforts to strengthen external quality assurance (EQA) for malaria diagnosis and continuous quality improvement (CQI) cycles on case management of severe malaria. The specific objectives are to (1) strengthen and scale up quality assurance systems for parasitological diagnosis of malaria, (2) improve human resource capacity for malaria diagnosis and case management of severe malaria, (3) monitor the trends in health system readiness and quality of severe malaria case management, and (4) support a pathway to scale the CQI model in Nigeria. 
Scope of Work 

This consultancy assignment is divided into four phases, each with specific tasks that build upon the previous phase to cover the entire scope of work. The phases provide a clear roadmap for successfully addressing the focus areas of the consultancy. Each phase of the consultancy will be conducted collaboratively by the TA team, with a designated lead responsible for overseeing the specific tasks within that phase, as indicated in parenthesis.

Phase 1: Document Review and Framework Development (Lead: Severe Malaria Specialist)

Phase 1 is focused on laying the groundwork for the project by reviewing relevant documents and developing a joint implementation framework. This framework will serve as a roadmap to ensure alignment and integration between the EQA and CQI interventions in subsequent phases. 

Phase 2: Development of State-Led Roll-Out Plan for EQA and CQI Interventions (Lead: Diagnostic  Specialist)

Phase 2 builds on the framework developed in Phase 1 and aims to further operationalize the EQA and CQI interventions through the development of a detailed state-led roll-out plan. 
Phase 3: Support SMEP in the Roll Out Plan and Monitoring (Lead: Severe Malaria Specialist) 
In this phase, the focus is on supporting the SMEP to implement the roll-out plan developed in Phase 2.
Phase 4: Evaluation, Learning, and Scaling Up Plan Development (Lead: Evaluation Specialist) Phase 4 aims to evaluate the effectiveness, feasibility, and acceptability of the integrated approach to EQA and CQI for severe malaria, document experiential learning, and develop a pathway-to-scale model.
Specific tasks/ Deliverables
Please refer to the TOR on Malaria Consortium’s tenders page for more details on each specialist's responsibilities.
Consultants’ Specifications 
Severe Malaria Specialist  

· Expertise in malaria case management and health systems strengthening: Extensive knowledge and experience in assessing and improving malaria case management and health systems in Nigeria or other countries in Africa. 

· Experience with hospital assessments: Experience conducting hospital assessments, particularly in the context of malaria case management and health systems strengthening. 

· Strong research and data analysis skills: Strong research and data analysis skills, including the ability to design data collection instruments, collect and manage data, and analyze and interpret data. 

· Strong communication and report writing skills: Strong communication skills, including the ability to effectively communicate with stakeholders, present findings and recommendations, and write clear and concise reports. 

· Availability and flexibility: Availability and flexibility to travel to Kano state as needed to conduct assessments and provide follow-up support.

· Previous engagement with SuNMaP2's project to monitor and improve inpatient malaria case management and health systems readiness in Nigeria is considered an advantage.
Evaluation Specialist 

· A degree in public health, epidemiology, statistics or a related field. 

· At least 8-10 years of experience in conducting evaluations of public health programs, with a focus on malaria programs.

· Experience in designing and implementing evaluation plans, conducting data collection, analysis and interpretation, and report writing. 

· Experience with both quantitative and qualitative data collection methods.

· Experience in leading or supporting evaluations of programs funded by international donors, such as President’s Malaria Initiative (PMI), Global Fund, or World Bank.

· Strong analytical skills and attention to detail.

· Excellent communication and interpersonal skills, with the ability to effectively communicate evaluation findings to a range of stakeholders.

· Experience in conducting evaluations in Nigeria or other African countries is preferred.

· Fluency in written and spoken English.

· Experience with health systems strengthening evaluations is considered an advantage.

Expert Profile

a) Severe Malaria Specialist (International Consultant).

Experience: 10-15 years experience.

Location of Assignment: Mostly remote for Phase 1 & 2
Duration: June to July 2023
b) Evaluation Specialist (International Consultant).

Experience: 10-15 years experience.

Location of Assignment: Mostly remote for Phase 1 & 2
Duration: June to July 2023

Activity timelines/TA days
	Phases( 1-2)
Total TA 
days
	Diagnostic Specialist
	Severe Malaria Specialist  
	Evaluation Specialist  
	Timeline 



	
	12.5
	12.5
	15
	June to July 2023


Interested and qualified candidate who are passionate and willing to contribute towards the achievement of our goals should kindly send their CVs and suitability statement to hr.nigeriaconsultant@malariaconsortium.org on or before 12noon Friday, 2nd June , 2023.
Subject of the mail : Please indicate the position applied for i.e Diagnostic Specialist , Evaluation Specialist or Severe Malaria Specialist, whichever is applicable as the subject title of your email application. 
Kindly note that applicants who do not follow this specification, will be automatically disqualified .
All application should be sent in on or before 11:59pm Friday, 2nd June , 2023.
NB: Malaria Consortium does not accept or ask for payment during recruitment. We also would not accept hardcopy CVs; all applications should be sent through the above email address.

