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JOB DESCRIPTION 
 

Job title: Entomologist Location: Abuja, Nigeria 

Department: Technical Length of contract: Fixed-term, 3 years 
extendable based on 
project duration 

Role type: National Grade: 9 

Travel involved: Up to 40% travel to areas 
of operation 

Child safeguarding 
level: 

2, moderate risk 

Reporting to: Project Manager Direct reports : NA 

Dotted line 
Manager 

NA Indirect Reports NA 

 
Organisational background 
 
Established in 2003, Malaria Consortium is one of the world’s leading non-profit organisations 
specialising in the comprehensive prevention, control and treatment of malaria and other 
communicable diseases among vulnerable and under privileged populations. We increasingly find our 
work on malaria can be effectively integrated with other similar public health interventions for greater 
impact and therefore expanded our remit to include child health and neglected tropical disease 
interventions. 
 
We work in Africa and Asia with communities, governments, academic institutions, and local and 
International organisations, to ensure effective delivery of services, which are supported by strong 
evidence: Our areas of expertise include: 

• disease prevention, diagnosis and treatment 

• disease control and elimination 

• systems strengthening 

• research, monitoring and evaluation leading to best practice  

• behaviour change communication 

• national and international advocacy and policy development 
 

Country and project background 
 
Malaria is highly endemic in Nigeria and it remains one of the leading causes of childhood and 
maternal morbidity and mortality in the country. Nigeria is deeply committed to making progress 
towards the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and it recognizes the fact that, 
without firm efforts to control malaria, achievement of the targets related to child mortality, maternal 
mortality, and reducing the burden of communicable disease will not be possible. Malaria therefore 
constitutes a significant development challenge for Nigeria. Interventions for reducing malaria burden 
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in the country are documented in the national malaria strategic plan with Government taking the lead 
in its implementation with the support of all the RBM partners. 

Malaria Consortium in collaboration with the National Malaria Elimination Programme (NMEP) is 
planning to implement a campaign to distribute insecticide-treated nets (ITNs) in Ondo State in the 
last quarter of 2021. Malaria Consortium will also implement a monitoring and evaluation (M&E) 
research in relation to the campaign. Both the campaign and the M&E research are funded by Good 
Ventures Foundation. The Ondo Net Campaign M&E Project related to this post will gather 
comprehensive data to assess the outcomes of the campaign in terms of ITN coverage, cost, use rates 
and net durability, as well as to monitor relevant epidemiological and entomological indicators such 
as impact on malaria incidence rates reported from a sample of health facilities across the state, vector 
biting habits and insecticide resistance. 
 
Job purpose 
 
The Entomologist will coordinate all entomological studies and ITN durability studies in the Ondo Net 
Campaign M&E Project, provide technical and programme oversight and direction in vector biology 
and control in the project area, and will contribute to the planning and implementation of all 
components of the project. The post holder will also provide technical inputs to entomological 
surveillance in Ondo State and other topical areas including the interpretation and use of data-
informed decision-making for vector control. 
 
Scope of work 
 
The Entomologist will be a key member of the project technical team, providing technical leadership 
and technical assistance in entomological studies (monitoring vector biting habits and insecticide 
resistance) and ITN durability studies in Ondo Net Campaign M&E Project.  
 
Key working relationships  
 
This role involves working closely with the project team and Ondo State government officials, in 
particular the State Malaria Elimination Programme (SMEP), Malaria Consortium’s Senior Technical 
Specialist – Disease Prevention, the Senior Country Technical Coordinator, the Project Manager, the 
project’s M&E Manager, research investigators, field staff involved in entomology and ITN durability 
studies, and laboratories that carry out analysis of mosquito samples and ITN samples, to ensure the 
relevant study components are implemented as per the work plans, research protocols and standard 
operating procedures. The Entomologist reports to the Project Manager with dotted line reporting to 
the UK-based Senior Technical Specialist – Disease Prevention. 
 
Key accountabilities (percent of time spent on each area) 
 

Technical oversight/support and management (65%) 

• Manage the entomological and ITN durability studies in the Ondo Net Campaign M&E Project 
in collaboration with the project manager and investigators 

• Provide technical oversight and coordinate planning and M&E of the entomological and ITN 
durability studies of the project, including sampling design and selection of study sites, 
development of study protocols, standard operating procedures, data collection tools, and 
development of work plans 

• Lead and coordinate training of entomological and ITN durability field staff 

• Provide technical oversight and coordinate implementation of field activities, especially in 
relation to research on insecticide susceptibility of malaria vectors and their biting habits, and 
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durability of ITNs; participate in susceptibility tests and other entomological studies; and 
provide frequent supportive supervision 

• Liaise with appropriate laboratories for the analysis of mosquito samples for molecular 
identification of species, sporozoite infection, and resistance markers, and samples of ITNs for 
bioassays and chemical analysis 

• Provide technical support to the works of NMEP, Ondo SMEP, and Malaria Consortium Nigeria 
Office in vector biology and control areas when required, and implement training programmes 
to develop their technical capacity 

• Participate in statutory technical team meetings and fora at country office 

• Participate in NMEP's coordination meetings such as the Integrated Vector Management (IVM) 
Sub-committee 

• Participate in the generation and development of new projects and other resource 
mobilization efforts to further Malaria Consortium’s work on vector control 

• Participate in Malaria Consortium’s technical team or group activities related to vector control 
and work on issues and tasks assigned by the line manager 

 

Monitoring and evaluation (35%) 

• Participate in the design and improvement of the data collection and information systems and 
tools used in the project 

• Ensure that the project’s entomological and ITN durability data are collected and recorded 
accurately and stored in appropriate databases in collaboration with the M&E manager 

• Prepare and submit regular progress reports including achievements and successes, challenges 
and lessons learned 

• Participate in the development of scientific publications, conference presentations in relation 
to entomological and ITN durability studies 

 
Person specification 
 
Qualifications and experience    
 
Essential:    

• A post-graduate degree or a postgraduate qualification in medical entomology 

• Research experience in malaria entomology 

• Experience in insecticide resistance studies in malaria vectors 

• Experience in studies involving vector biting habits 
 

Desirable:  

• Data management and analysis skills 

• Project management experience 

• Experience in ITN durability studies 

• Experience in implementation of malaria prevention and control, especially ITN programmes 

• Experience in writing scientific publications 

Work-based skills          
 
Essential:   

• Excellent proficiency in written and oral English 

• Excellent understanding of entomological aspects of malaria control including entomological 
surveillance 
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• Excellent understanding of LLIN distribution channels in particular mass campaign 
distributions 

• Demonstrable skills in results measurement of entomological aspects of malaria control 

• Proven track record of operational research 

• Good presentation skills 
 
Desirable:   

• Excellent written and oral communication and interpersonal skills 

• Ability to collaborate with a diverse range of partners 
 

Core competencies: 

Delivering results 

LEVEL C- Supports others to achieve results 
✓ Displays a positive and enthusiastic approach and is not deterred by setbacks, finding alternative ways 

to reach goals or targets 
✓ Supports others to plan and deliver results 
✓ Supports others to manage and cope with setbacks 

Analysis and use of information 

LEVEL C- Works confidently with complex data to support work 
✓ Interprets complex written information 
✓ Works confidently with data before making decisions: for example; interpreting trends, issues and risks 
✓ Acquainted with the validity, relevance and limitations of different sources of evidence 

Interpersonal and communications 
LEVEL C- Adapts communications effectively 

✓ Tailors communication (content, style and medium) to diverse audiences  
✓ Communicates equally effectively at all organisational levels  
✓ Understands others’ underlying needs, concerns and motivations and communicates effectively in 

sensitive situations  
✓ Resolves intra-team and inter-team conflicts effectively  

Collaboration and partnering 
LEVEL B- Collaborates effectively across teams 
✓ Proactive in providing and seeking support from expert colleagues 
✓ Raises difficult issues with teams/ partners and stakeholders with a view to positive resolution 
✓ Proactive in building a rapport with a diverse range of people 

Leading and motivating people 

LEVEL B- Manages own development and seeks opportunities 
✓ Actively manages own development and performance positively 
✓ Learns lessons from successes and failures 
✓ Seeks and explores opportunities within Malaria Consortium which develop skills and expertise 

Flexibility/ adaptability 

LEVEL B- Remains professional under external pressure 
✓ Able to adapt to changing situations effortlessly 
✓ Remains constructive and positive under stress and able to tolerate difficult situations and 

environments 
✓ Plans, prioritises and performs tasks well under pressure 
✓ Learns from own successes / mistakes 

Living the values 

LEVEL B- Promotes Malaria Consortium values amongst peers 
✓ Shows a readiness to promote Malaria Consortium’s values amongst peers 
✓ Promotes ethical and professional behaviour in line with Malaria Consortium’s values 
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Strategic planning and thinking and sector awareness 
LEVEL B- Is aware of others’ activities and vice versa in planning activities  

✓ Takes account of team members and others’ workloads when planning.  
✓ Maintains awareness of impact on other parts of the organisation, keeping abreast of other’s 

activities, objectives, commitments and needs  
✓ Has a good understanding of the sector in which Malaria Consortium works   

 
 
 


